Government Contracts

	Alleged corruption
	Date
	Who was involved
	Who was responsible
	Who else failed to act

	Over half of Defence contracts examined did not meet guidelines (The Age)
	2017-18
	Conduct Undisputed: Defence Dept procurement officials
	Defence Minister Payne & Dept Execs
	Internal Audit, Auditor General, Public Service Commission

	Huge contract to tiny company, Canstruct. Replaced in 2022 by controversial larger company.
	2017-22
	Conduct Undisputed:
Dept of Home Affairs officials
	Senior Dept. Officials
Minister Dutton
	Internal Audit, Auditor General, Public Service Commission

	Leppington Triangle: land purchased for 10 times its value
	2018
	Conduct Undisputed: Dept of Infrastructure officials
	Senior Dept Officials
Minister McCormack
	Internal Audit. Auditor General criticised the transaction

	Large contract to tiny company Paladin - conflict of interest, payments to officials.
	2016-17
	Proven: Dept of Home Affairs officials
	Senior Dept Officials.
Minister Dutton
	Internal Audit, Auditor General, Public Service Commission, NACC. Operation Bannister

	Large contract to small company Helloworld in which govt. members had a stake
	2017
	Conduct Undisputed: LNP Treasurer Andrew Burnes. Govt MPs and friends
	Department of Finance officials. Minister Cormann
	Internal Audit, Auditor General, Public Service Commission

	Contract with Thales and alleged evidence of bribery of officials
	2016
	Controversial: Defence Dept procurement officials
	Senior Dept Officials.
Minister Payne.
	Internal Audit, Auditor General, Public Service Commission. 
Awaiting action from NACC

	Improbable success of IBM in securing government contracts. (Proven bribery in other jurisdictions).
	? - 2025
	Improbable success of IBM in securing government contracts. 

	Department of Finance.
Finance Ministers
	Internal Audit, Auditor General, Public Service Commission



NOTE:
 IT PURCHASING: 
IBM has almost a monopoly on the supply of major computing hardware to the Federal Government, despite some very high profile failures including those involving a new health data system and the Australian Bureau of Statistics’ census system. The company has been found guilty of bribing purchasing officials in jurisdictions including Argentina, Canada, India, China, Poland, Bangladesh, Ukraine, the UK, Ireland and the USA. For details on the South Korea example see here. A recently retired senior official of IBM Asia gleefully admitted at a private function that many of the public servants responsible for the relevant contracts in Australia leave the public service for well-paid jobs with IBM. 

